
yuya suzuki

The drawing process of Yuya Suzuki is a gradual swel-
ling and reducing, taking place in the pre-reflexive gap 

between the eye and the hand. It begins with the gathe-
ring of images: Accumulations of junk, things and other 
clutter, like the mattresses, parking placeholders, aban-
doned sofas and construction site waste that belong to 
the periphery of most urban cityscapes. They are signs 
of a collective subconscious, gestures of a city’s inner 

essence. A collaboration between human hands and 
the natural phenomena that mold them; rain-slicked, 

mold-ridden, rat-gnawed.
These fragments serve as the raw material for a semio-
tic process, where Suzuki, through repetitive drawing, 

seeing and depicting, distills them into signs. Here, the 
intuition of the urban interweaves together with that of 
the artist, and the resulting signs represent an alphabet 

of an urban subconscious as much as they represent 
the subconscious of Suzuki. His manipulation of these 
objects is, in other words, not too dissimilar to that of 

the rat, of the rain or of the person who assembled it in 
the first place. Ultimately, the essence of the city lies in 

its entanglements. As with any artistic endeavor, at some 
point Suzuki’s engagement with these objects must be 

passed on to the public, where it becomes the viewer’s 
task to further transform, shape and entangle. 
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