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Liu Gang has been trying to use different materials since his early creations, further enriching and 
expaning his research on materials when entering college. While paying attention to the weight, 
texture and structure of the media and comparing them, he cut, welds, juxtaposes and overstocks 
the materials in two-dimensional and three-dimensional space, focusing on the materiality and 
social connotation of the material itself in his works. In his creation, he tries to get rid of the shack-
les of the traditional oil paint on canvas, combining and arranging the materials such as linen, he 
creates a new surface. With an open and free and critical attitude, and with primitive and simple 
materials, he flexibly constructs a more conceptual way of speaking.

I like different things, but of course painting is a favorite. When I am painting, I am also con-
stantly thinking and watching, not looking at paintings in art history, let alone thinking about art 
history issues. I’m looking at young people’s paintings, and I’m also occupied with thinking about 
communicating with those young people and such questions about art. In today’s artworld, there 
are many different methods and styles, but too little of it reflects the personality and attitude of 
the creator. So when I started painting, it wasn’t simply that I wanted to understand it, but that 
I really wanted to paint, so I did just that. From the choice of medium to the way of painting and 
the final presentation are all based on what I wanted to paint.It was this irrepressible process that 
prompted me to finally express what I needed the most. What matters in today’s art is not good 
or bad results, but the reasons why you like or dislike it. Because likes and dislikes are a very perso-
nal attitude, and this attitude is the personality and truth that we lack right now.

-Liu Gang

Born in Lu’an, Anhui Province in 1965, Liu 
Gang graduated from the oil painting depart-
ment of the Central Academy of Fine Arts in 
1991. He then graduated from the master’s 
and scholar’s class of the oil painting depart-
ment of the Central Academy of Fine Arts in 
1995.
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Migrant Bird Space is a Berlin & Beijing-based art 
foundation and gallery, providing a showcase for ar-
tists as well as art agency services in China & Europe. 
Working out of the gallery space at Koppenplatz in 
the heart of Berlin, the foundation offers a profes-
sional platform for cross-cultural communication 
between China and Europe with a focus on con-
temporary Chinese art. Promoting both established 
and emerging artists, Migrant Birds provides gallery 
spaces for exhibitions in Beijing and Berlin, an ar-
tist-in-residence program, regular talks and lectures, 
as well as support in liaising with Museums, universi-
ties, private institutions and more.
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